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Jan. 3 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 

party-line vote is neither fair nor right. That 
they have sought to break the budget agree-
ment in what is virtually their first act of 
the 102d Congress puts in serious doubt 
whatever they might say or promise the 
American people on other significant issues 
in the upcoming session. 

The provision the House Democrats 
would undo today is a key to enforcing the 
controls on Federal spending contained in 

the agreement, and uncontrolled spending 
simply creates excuses for their raising 
taxes. 

This matter is so fundamental to public 
confidence in the budget agreement and 
in the Government itself that I must state 
again, unequivocally, that I will veto any 
bill that contains the language specified in 
the rule passed by the House Democrats 
this afternoon. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Canada-United States 
Fishing Agreement 
January 4, 1991 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 

Conservation and Management Act of 1976, 
as amended (Public Law 94–265; 16 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an Agree-
ment between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Canada on Fisheries Enforcement, 
signed at Ottawa on September 26, 1990. 
Under the Agreement, the United States 
and Canada agree to take measures to en-
sure that their nationals and vessels do not 

violate the fisheries laws of the other party. 
This Agreement will improve enforcement 
of U.S. fisheries laws in the U.S. exclusive 
economic zone and will reduce risks to 
human life and safety caused by fisheries 
enforcement incidents on both the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts. 

GEORGE BUSH 

The White House, 
January 4, 1991. 

Remarks on the United States Discussions With Iraq and a 
Question-and-Answer Session With Reporters 
January 4, 1991 

The President. Let me just make a brief 
statement and take a couple of questions; 
then I’ve got to be on my way. 

But as you all know, Iraq has accepted 
my initiative for a meeting between Sec-
retary Baker and Foreign Minister ‘Aziz. 
The meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
January 9th, in Geneva. And this is a useful 
step. 

I hope that Iraq’s acceptance of the meet-
ing indicates a growing awareness of the 
seriousness of the situation and a willingness 
to heed the international community’s will 
as expressed in 12 United Nations Security 
Council resolutions. There can be no com-

promise or negotiating on the objectives 
contained in those U.N. resolutions. And 
so, it is now for Saddam Hussein to respond 
to the international community’s plea for 
reason. 

I took this initiative yesterday with the 
view of going the extra mile to achieve a 
peaceful solution to the current crisis in 
the Gulf. Secretary Baker’s mission to Ge-
neva is to convey to Iraq the gravity of 
the situation and the determination of the 
international community to overcome Iraq’s 
aggression against Kuwait. Iraq knows what 
is necessary: the complete and uncondi-
tional and immediate withdrawal of all Iraqi 
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